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ABOUT THE PIECE

The poem, Ode 2180, speaks about a newly passed soul who is on its way to heaven. Rumi wishes them
well with his prayers. The grand-like sections of this piece set depictions of communication with
celestial entities. The use of wind blowing conjures imagery of a mystical yet comforting forest that
awaits newly passed souls. In the final return, whistles are used to symbolize the songs sung by birds in
the mystical forest. The harmony in this piece is filled with melancholic chordal extensions which give
the piece a flowing and floating impression. The piece turns the poem into a calling to Rumi. This
composition also uses Fibonacci’s golden ratio to structure its climax into the arc of the story.

Performance notes: The instance of graphic notation indicates blowing into the hole in your hand that is

created by making a loose fist.

MSC Presents

MSC Presents, launched in 2023
by Toronto’s Modern Sound
Collective (artistic director: Kai
Leung), is a progressive new
publication label serving as a
professional distribution
platform for the music of MSC-
affiliated composers. Offering an
extremely competitive royalty
rate to its artists, this initiative
aims to create accessible
opportunities for growth and
collaboration for the many
talented young choral composers
in the GTA and beyond.

PRINTING

Choral scores distributed by
MSC Presents are optimized for
8.5x11 printing.

ABOUT THE

COMPOSER

Danial Sheibani (b. 2003) is an
Iranian composer, pianist,
vocalist, and conductor currently
residing in Toronto. Always
being surrounded by music
throughout his life, he found his
interest in classical piano and
voice, but also explored the
electric bass in rock bands during
his time in Malaysia. Sheibani
has received commissions from
performers all over Toronto and
the US. and has worked with
ensembles such as the University

ORIGINAL TEXT (Farsi)
Jalal ad-Din Muhammad Balkhi [Rami] (1207-1273)

Ode 2180

Az in pasti be suye aseman sho Ravanat shad bada, khosh ravan sho
Ze shahre portab o larze bejasti Be shadi sakene darolaman
Agar shod nakhshetan naghash rabash Vagar viran shod in tan jomle jan sho
Vagar ruy az ajal shod zaferani Moghime lalezar o arghavan sho
Vagar darhaye rahat bar to bastand Bia az rahe bam o nardeban sho
Vagar tanhashodi az yar o as-hab Be yariye khodah saheb gheran sho
Vagar az ab o az nan door mandi, Chonan sho, ghute janhavo chenan sho

NOTE: the lyrics for this score have been engraved entirely in IPA.
See Appendix for an IPA guide.

English Translation
From these depths depart towards heaven;
may your soul be happy, journey joyfully.
You have escaped from the city full of fear and trembling;
happily become a resident of the Abode of Security
If the body’s image has gone, await the image-maker; if the
body is utterly ruined, become all soul.
If your face has become saffron pale through death, become a
dweller among tulip beds and Judas trees.
If the doors of repose have been barred to you, come, depart
by way of the roof and the ladder.

If you are alone from Friends and companions, by the help of
God become a saheb-qeran. [lord of happy circumstance].
If you have been secluded from water and bread, like bread
become the food of the souls, and so become!

of Toronto Symphony Orchestra, the Verona Quartet, the Standing
Wave Ensemble, and more. His works have been performed in the
Arts & Letters Club, The Annex, Lunenburg Academy of Music
Performance, Pacific Lutheran University, and many more.
Sheibani is the recipient of the SOCAN 2023 Young Composers
Award and NYO Emerging Composer Mentorship Program along
with the Arthur Plettner, and the Lloyd Bradshaw prize. He is now
pursuing his third year of Bachelor of Music at the University of
Toronto where he co-founded and conducts the Blank Canvas
Sound Collective.
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APPENDIX
IPA Guide

[a] = All/[a]ll

[e] = Cat/C[ee]t

[€] = Else/[€]lse
[i] = These/Thli]se
[o] = Okay/[o]kay
[U] = Good /G[u]d
[d3] = Gym/[d3]ym

[tf] = Chance/[tf]ance
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The Affable Enigma SSSAAATTTBB a cappella Danial Sheibani Rami

Lying Awake, Waiting SSAATTBB a cappella

May This Place SSAATB a cappella
Remember SSAATTBB a cappella
The Sirens’ Song SSATBB & piano
Spring and Fall SSAATTBB a cappella
Too Still for Dreams SSAATTBB & piano
Twilight SSAATTBB & piano
When David Heard SSAATTBB a cappella

Sami A Tom Robinson &
ami Anguaya Sami Anguaya

Nicholas Wanstall Nicholas Wanstall

Madox Terrell Christina Rossetti

Carol Kayee Mak William Browne

) . . Gerard Manley
Elizabeth Legierski Hopkins
E.K.R. Hammell A.E. Wetherald

Francesca Hauser Sara Teasdale

Kai Leung 2 Samuel 18:33

Treble / SA / SSA / SSAA

Somewhere in Space SSAA & percussion trio

Emily Green Edith Sédergran
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Sound
Collective
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MSC Presents, launched in 2023 by Toronto’s Modern Sound Collective (artistic
director: Kai Leung), is a progressive new publication label serving as a professional

distribution platform for the music of MSC-affiliated composers. Offering an extremely
competitive royalty rate to its artists, this initiative aims to create accessible

opportunities for growth and collaboration for the many talented young choral
composers in the GTA and beyond.
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