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Dawn, Where Are You Now? by Sami Anguaya is a piece about searching for light in uncertain 
times. Weaving together fragments of original lyrics, Dawn, Where Are You Now? is a pleading 
for peace - both to an implied higher power (the dawn) and to the text’s subject. In moments 
of pain, time can feel simultaneously static as well as slipping through one’s fingers. In this 
piece, the composer explores this through slow legato phrases in the choir juxtaposed with an 
incessant and persistent ostinato in the instrumental accompaniment. 

ABOUT THE PIECE

ORIGINAL TEXT
Dawn, Where Are You Now?
by Sami Anguaya

Please,
Please, 
Please, don’t 
Think it was…

Not for love and,
not for you.

Light where are you now?
Dawn where are you now?

Sami Anguaya is a Toronto-based singer and composer who creates 
music that blurs genre lines. Named one of Canada’s top “30 under 
30” classical musicians by CBC in 2023, his work has been 
commissioned and performed by the Exultate Chamber Singers, the 
Western University Singers, the Modern Sound Collective, the 
University of Toronto Wind Ensemble, and by indie filmmakers and 
game developers.

Sami’s music has been characterized as driving, engaging, and vibrant. 
Frequently drawn to groove-based and popular styles for inspiration, 
he composes with a rich, rhythmic style that attracts a broad range of 
listeners.

Recently, Sami was recognized as a Johanna Metcalf Prize Winner’s 
protégé, under the selection of award-winning composer Roydon Tse. 
The Johannas is one of the largest unrestricted prizes for artists in 
Ontario, celebrating mid-career artists across the disciplines of dance, 
theatre, and music/opera.

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

MSC Presents
MSC Presents, launched in 2023 by Toronto’s Modern 
Sound Collective (artistic director: Kai Leung), is a 
progressive new publication label serving as a 
professional distribution platform for the music of 
MSC-affiliated composers. Offering an extremely 
competitive royalty rate to its artists, this initiative 
aims to create accessible opportunities for growth 
and collaboration for the many talented young 
choral composers in the GTA and beyond.

PRINTING
Choral scores distributed by MSC Presents are 
optimized for 8.5x11 printing.

www.samianguaya.com
@samianguaya

http://www.samianguaya.com
https://www.instagram.com/samianguaya/
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