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Kai Leung is a passionate choral conductor, singer, voice teacher, and composer. He is the Artistic 
Director of the Modern Sound Collective, where he conducts Concreamus, Datsuzoku, Sehnsucht, and 
Frisson, and the Artistic Director of Oakville Choral. 

Kai holds a Bachelor of Music from the University of Toronto, where he studied voice and composition. 
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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

ORIGINAL TEXT
Kai Leung: Generation 2.5

Every Lunar New Year my family goes out for dinner
My Canadian mother says "Gong Hay Fat Choi," which means
"Wishing you happiness and prosperity"
My partner and my brother's fiancee are reminded every year.

[My father's best friend is always invited
He was also bullied by xenophobic children on the playground
His children have tan skin in February
They are family without shared blood.]

I like to sit next to my grandfather, even though we know sixty words in common
My grandmother comments that I've gained weight (again)
They sacrificed their world for me twenty five years before I was born
They use my English name, and they are glad that I am warm in the winter.

I receive pairs of red envelopes;
blessings and protections,
for what, I am unsure.

I have been called slurs
by teenagers who should have known their meaning.
Half true, wholly hurtful

All of the food is delicious,
I know the tastes but not the names.
It ignites a true longing:

Give me something ancient I can belong to
A set of traditions so mundane
that I can believe that they are mine

I am not satisfied
Knowing that half of my heritage is the peripheral identity
of an entire generation of children of Canadian immigrants who live with the

pressure of bounty,
protection, and blessings
in the form of red envelopes
given by family,

and food on the table,
and choice in the matter,
and warmth in the coldest of winters,
and most of all love.

Generation 2.5 is a critical 
e x p l o r a t i o n o f m y 
relationship to Chinese 
Canadian culture. Since 
childhood, I have been sad 
about my limited ability to 
interact with the Chinese 
half of my heritage. It 
seems that most of the 
Chinese culture that I am 
able to experience in 
Canada is simultaneously 
so special and yet so 
universal that it borders on 
cliche. The poem, which 
was completed in March of 
2024, describes my yearly 
experience at Lunar New 
Year celebrations with my 
family, and my desire for a 
deeper connection to the 
ancient and mundane 
aspects of Chinese culture 
that are unavailable to me 
d u e t o b a r r i e r s o f 
geographical distance and 
language.
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w

œ œ

˙
˙
˙

™
™
™

w
œ
œ
œ

<n> ˙
˙
˙
™
™
™

œ
œ œ

œ
œ
œ

œ ˙̇
˙̇
˙
b
b ™

™
™
™
™

œœ
œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ
œ
n

œ˙
œ

œ
œ œ

œœ
™
™
™

˙™
œ

j
œ
œ
™
™ œ

j

œ
œ

œ œ ˙™
œ
œ œ ™

œ
j

œ œ

w

w

œ

œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

˙

˙b

™

™

œ

œb

œ

œb œ˙
œ

œ
œ
œ ˙

w
w ˙ ˙

˙
w

œ
œ œ

œ

w
w Œ

˙̇ œœ ˙ ™̇
˙

œ œ ˙™
œ ˙ œ

Œ

œ œ w ˙
œ

œ ™ œ

j
˙

Œ
˙
˙

œ
œ œ ™ œn

j
˙ œ ™ œn

j
˙

w

œœ œœ
˙̇ ˙

˙

œ

œ

œ

œ
˙

˙™

˙ ˙

œ œ ˙™

˙<b>

œ œ w
˙ ˙

œ

w

˙
œ

Ó

œ
œ

œ œ w
w

<b> w
w

w
w

w
w

œ ™ œ
J

˙
Ó

Œ
˙
˙
˙

œ
œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œœ
™
™
™

˙™
œn

j
œ
œ
™
™ œ

j

œ
œ

œ œ ˙™
œ

œn œ ™
œ
j

œ

œ œ w
w

˙
œ

œ
œ

w

œ
œ œ œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
ẇ
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[ start your search at modernsoundcollective.ca/store ]

CLICK PIECE TITLES FOR DIRECT LINKS & SCORE VIDEOS
VOICINGS INDICATE MAXIMUM DIVISI SPLITS WITHIN EACH WORK

CATALOG

Sami Anguaya Dawn, Where Are You Now? SSAATTBB, piano, 2 
woodblocks Sami Anguaya 4 min 2024 MSC0013

Sami Anguaya Lying Awake, Waiting SSAATTBB a cappella Tom Robinson & 
Sami Anguaya 4 min 2022 MSC0001

Emily Green Somewhere in Space SSAA & percussion trio Edith Södergran 3.5 min 2023 MSC0002

Emily Green What the Silence Offers SSAATTBB a cappella & 
amplified speaker Erica Kath 9 min 2022 MSC0012

E.K.R. Hammell Too Still for Dreams SSAATTBB & piano A.E. Wetherald 4.5 min 2022 MSC0003

Francesca Hauser That Shadow, My Likeness SSAATTBB & piano Walt Whitman & 
Christina Rossetti 4 min 2024 MSC0013

Francesca Hauser Twilight SSAATTBB & piano Sara Teasdale 3.5 min 2022 MSC0004

Elizabeth Legierski Spring and Fall SSAATTBB a cappella Gerard Manley 
Hopkins 3 min 2018 MSC0007

Kai Leung Generation 2.5 SSAATTBB a cappella Kai Leung 7 min 2024 MSC0014

Kai Leung When David Heard SSAATTBB a cappella 2 Samuel 18:33 3 min 2022 MSC0005

Carol Kayee Mak The Sirens’ Song SSATBB & piano William Browne 5 min 2019 MSC0008

Hirad Moradi Ah, Moon of My Delight! SSAATTBB a cappella Omar Khayyam 8 min 2022 MSC0015

Danial Sheibani The Affable Enigma SSSAAATTTBB a 
cappella Rūmī 3 min 2021 MSC0009

Madox Terrell Remember SSAATTBB a cappella Christina Rossetti 2.5 min 2020 MSC0010

Nicholas Wanstall Le Pont Mirabeau SATB & piano Nicholas Wanstall 3 min 2018 MSC0006

Nicholas Wanstall May This Place SSAATB a cappella Nicholas Wanstall 3 min 2018 MSC0006

https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0011-dawn-where-are-you-now/
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0001-lying-awake-waiting/
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0002-somewhere-in-space/
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0012-what-the-silence-offers/
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0003-too-still-for-dreams/
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0013-that-shadow-my-likeness/
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0004-twilight/
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0007-spring-and-fall/
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0014-generation-2-5/
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0005-when-david-heard/
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0008-the-sirens-song/
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0015-ah-moon-of-my-delight/
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0009-the-affable-enigma/
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0010-remember/
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0016-le-pont-mirabeau/
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0006-may-this-place/
http://modernsoundcollective.ca/store/

